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Naee Anderson is a photographer and videographer in N.C. A&T Athletics Sports Production. 
The N.C. A&T alumna was photo editor of The A&T Register. 

Alicia Bell currently organizes and manages News Voices: North Carolina, a project of Free 
Press aimed at shifting the culture of community and journalist interaction and relationship. 
Bell — born, raised and living in Charlotte, North Carolina — is also a part of Angelou House, a 
placemaking and placekeeping initiative that convenes and curates space and place for relation-
ship and community building oriented toward social, political and economic justice. 

Tynesha Brown is an adjunct professor in N.C. A&T’s Graphic Design Technology Department, 
teaching students creative ways to share information through graphic design, multimedia and 
web development. She graduated from N.C. A&T in 2012 with a bachelor of science in graphic 
communications systems and received her master of arts in interactive media from Elon Univer-
sity in 2014. 

Emily Burch Harris is a lecturer and newspaper adviser at N.C. A&T. She teaches advanced 
courses in the Department of Journalism and Mass Communication, directs the student news-
editorial staff and manages the business staff and the newspaper’s financial operations. Before 
academia, she worked for newspapers and magazines in the Carolinas, including Plants Sites & 
Parks and the Greensboro News & Record. 

Jonathan Carter is a fourth-year student at NC State University studying political science. He 
has worked for Technician, NC State’s student news organization, since his freshman year and 
has served as editor-in-chief since April 2017. 

Cooper Elias is the digital marketing manager for MDO Holdings. He previously worked as the 
digital and social marketing manager for the Carolina Hurricanes. Former editor of the Agro-
meck yearbook at NC State, Elias has led workshop courses at regional and national conferences. 

Brooks Fuller is director of the N.C. Open Government Coalition and an instructor in the 
School of Communications at Elon University. He was formerly an assistant professor in the 
Manship School of Communication at Louisiana State University.

Howard Gaither is a professional commercial photographer. Gaither began pursuing a career 
in photography before he graduated from N.C. A&T. He has obtained his certification in por-
traiture photography from the Professional Photographers of America Association and shot 
hundreds of weddings in addition to product photography, corporate events, magazines and 
directories. 

Chyami Hill of CHillDesigns Photography is a wedding and portrait photographer based in 
Greensboro, North Carolina. 

Shinika McKiever is the director of Corporate and Foundation Relations in the Division of 
University Advancement at N.C. A&T. She is currently working on her doctorate in Leadership 
Studies at N.C. A&T and received the 2018 NC Central University 40 Under 40 Alumni and 2018 
Triad Business Journal 40 Leaders Under 40 awards. 

Ellen Meder is an editorial adviser for the two student newspapers at NC State Student Media,
Technician and Nubian Message. Previously she worked as an education beat reporter at the
Morning News in Florence, South Carolina, and covered state government for WSPA in Colum-
bia. At the University of South Carolina, she served as editor-in-chief at The Daily Gamecock.

Nikki Miller-Ka is a freelance recipe developer, editor and writer of Nik Snacks, a 10-year-old 
food blog based in the Southeast. She is a classically trained chef with a bachelor in arts in Eng-
lish from East Carolina University and a culinary arts degree from Le Cordon Bleu-Miami. She 
contributes to the News & Record as a restaurant reviewer.
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Valerie Nieman teaches creative writing at N.C. A&T. She has held state and NEA creative writ-
ing fellowships, and was a founding editor of two literary journals. She graduated from West Vir-
ginia University and Queens University of Charlotte and is a former journalist. Her third poetry 
collection, Leopard Lady: A Life in Verse, is newly published, with a fourth novel set to come out 
this spring. 

Khadejeh Nikouyeh is a staff photographer at the News & Record in Greensboro. She is an ad-
junct instructor at Randolph Community College.

Kourtney Pope is a social media manager for Kiehl’s. She received her bachelor of science in 
multimedia journalism from N.C. A&T. 

Yasmine Register is a staff writer for Carolina Peacemaker.

Kevin Rippin is a lecturer at N.C. A&T, where he teaches writing. He has published articles, re-
views and poetry in magazines and journals across the country. His full-length poetry collection, 
Amber Drive, was published by Main Street Rag Press in July 2018. He received a master of arts 
in writing from the University of Pittsburgh. 

Zila Sanchez is a junior multimedia journalism student from Charlotte, North Carolina. She 
currently serves as the managing editor of The A&T Register, and is a member of the National 
Association of Hispanic Journalists and a campus member of the National Association of Black 
Journalists.

Kim Smith, Ph.D., is an associate professor at N.C. A&T in the Department of Journalism and 
Mass Communications. His research interests include multimedia, health communication, social 
media’s impact on society and the portrayal of people of color in the media. He received his 
bachelor of arts at Howard University, and his master of arts and Ph.D. from the University of 
South Carolina.

Paul Tuttle has served as the N.C. A&T director of proposal development since 2015. He holds 
an M.A. in English with a concentration in rhetoric and composition. Tuttle’s persuasive writing 
background has enabled him to help secure over $100 million in sponsored program awards.
 
Damion Waymer, Ph.D., leads the Liberal Studies program at N.C. A&T. Prior to joining N.C. 
A&T, Waymer led recruiting efforts as associate provost for faculty affairs, development and di-
versity at the University of Cincinnati. His research projects address fundamental concerns about 
issues of power, race, class and gender.

Alexis Wray is editor-in-chief of The A&T Register. She is a junior journalism and mass com-
munications major with a concentration in multimedia journalism. Wray, from Crumpler, North 
Carolina, has worked for The A&T Register for two years. 

Elissa Yancey is a project leader for Poynter’s College Media Project. She has served as the en-
vironmental editor for WCPO.com, a Scripps Company. Yancey also co-founded the nonprofit 
WordPlay Cincy. She received her bachelor of arts from the University of Cincinnati and her 
master’s in education from Northwestern University’s School of Education and Social Policy.


